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Pastor Prachuab Dechawan

GREETINGS TO YOU IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

On behalf of the First Thai- Laotian Presb. Church, | would like to say CONGRATULATIONS to you all on
your 10th anniversary for your love, faithfulness and commitment to the work that Jesus has put us in
this world for.

And in Las Vegas in particular, we are blessed indeed to have a part of spreading the gospel and reach-
ing out to people from our country who are here, as well as those around us, as we are called to be
brothers and sisters in Christ.

We hope and pray for God's blessings upon your ministry in the years to come. We know that it is quite
challenging and difficult at times especially when we do not have a permanent leader or Pastor, but
you all have done very well and worked together for God's glory. We hope and pray that your Pastor
will be here soon.

We, your sister church, have been blessed by your willingness to worship God with us during our spe-
cial events and to give us a treat of your beautiful choir and the ministry of music and songs that you
have brought to us on our big occasions as well as the fun times of selling crafts, food, etc. during our
Multicultural Festivals in the early years of your ministry at Westminster Church. For these we are very
grateful to you, and we thank God for your ministry.

May the God of Hope, Faith and Love be with you all. (In Christ's love)
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Tenth Anniversary Remark

We are celebrating the tenth anniversary of Tai-
wanese American Presbyterian Church of Las Ve-
gas. Ten years just flew by so fast! The most im-
portant thing of this church during the last ten
years, | believe, is that in 2014, we applied for a
New Church Development (NCD) Fund through
Presbytery of Nevada, PCUSA and committed that
we are the Presbyterians and that Taiwanese
American Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas, is
under the Presbytery of Nevada, PCUSA.

The most important thing that happened to me,
as a former Chair of the Steering Committee, is
the challenge of the question that we faced:
What do we believe? We had to answer all the
questions that were asked in the application
form. It took us more than two weeks for all of us
to come up with our foundational statement,
which is as follows:

We believe in God, the Creator of the Uni-
verse, the only true God.

We believe the Bible is God’s Word, revealed
through the Holy Spirit for mankind.

We believe Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ
and the Savior. He is our Lord, the very
foundation of this church.

We believe we are the people called and gath-
ered by God. We are the people forgiven
and liberated from sin by Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

More importantly is our Vision Statement:

We are God’s people committed to share the
good news of Jesus Christ with the people
around us in the community and invite
them to join the salvation of Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

We are united in faith, in love and in the
name of Jesus Christ. We are united in ser-
vice to Him and to the people of the
world.

10

By keeping the foundational beliefs and our vision
in mind, we were able to implement a lot of
changes and improvements in the past few years
at every aspect of the church. We now have a
women’s group, a well-organized team for Sun-
day worship services, a very good choir (24 mem-
bers currently) committed to the church’s Sunday
services, a strong care network through the
church members and Taiwanese community, and
a happy Bible study group. We were accepted by
the Presbytery of Nevada PCUSA as one of the
new church development groups under the Pres-
bytery of Nevada and we are looking forward to
be chartered in the coming few years. Our church
now has a well-established accounting system for
the church and has elected two auditors to over-
see the accounting, the church income and ex-
penses. We now have a permanent pastor, Pastor
Paul Chen, who will hopefully be here in March,
2016.

With all these remarks, | hope all of us will join
together and look forward to the next ten years,
hopefully under the guidance of Jesus Christ, our
Lord, as well as through the help of Presbytery of
Nevada, and new pastor Paul hen with all the
church members work together, we will be able
to say Alleluia-alleluia. Amen.
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God Will Provide

Back in 1996 when we
passed through Las Vegas on a trip from LA to
Yellow Stone National Park, | told everyone back
in the East Coast afterward that | would never
even think of relocating to that city. Then, 9
years later, | ate my own words despite not
knowing anyone there. Back then, there was
neither a Taiwanese American church nor Tai-
wanese American Association, and we knew no
one. But, | was so intent on getting out of the
icy, freezing East Coast, | did not care. But, there
was one concern which | hid well from my wife
and family - how would my wife fare relocating
to Las Vegas. This concern was quickly erased
with the birth of the Taiwanese American Pres-
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byterian Church of LV 4 months after our arrival.
Though TAPCLV started with very few par-
ticipants in late 2005; however, it qwckly gave




my wife and | a place of belong. Not having
known anyone in a brand new environment;
TAPCLV was certainly a God-sent gift. It definitely
and quickly became our second home.

Not only we embraced its birth, but Endry
quickly became a very active participant. Whereas
| simply came to worship each Sunday, Endry took
a much more active role than me. She became
the pianist during the service, accompanied the
choir ,and eventually, became one of the steering
committee members. My original concern and
worry of Endry being alone and not being able to
adjust to relocating to a new city never material-
ized.

TAPCLV essentially provided us with every-
thing which we needed to function normally in
our new daily lives: place to worship the Lord,

BEEEE (Endry Chou)
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place to meet and make new friends, place to
share fellowships and interact with others, and
place to belong. Though the creation

of Taiwanese American Association of LV followed
soon; however, that was just icing on the cake
and could never replace TAPCLV. TAPCLV gave us
the warmth, reassurance, and that 2nd

home feelings when we so much needed them
coming to a strange city
and environment. It
made our relocation

to LV such an easy tran-
sition. Nothing will ever
replace that feeling and
it will always remain the
most important part of
our lives.
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Happy 10th Anniversary

| Corinthians 2:9

As the scripture says..... “ What no one ever saw or heard. What no one ever thought could
happen. Is the very thing God prepared for those Who love Him ”.

We praise and thank God for His blessings & guidances upon our Taiwanese Presbyterian Church
and our members during the past 10 years. We pray for His continuing guidance for the Growth of

God’s ministry in the Las Vegas City.
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